Bronchopulmonary dysplasia. Impact of surfactant replacement therapy.
Bronchopulmonary dysplasia is a major contributor to the morbidity and mortality of infants born prematurely. Surfactant replacement therapy has had a significant impact on the death rate from respiratory distress syndrome, yet the impact on bronchopulmonary dysplasia is minimal. Despite these findings, the overall incidence and severity of bronchopulmonary dysplasia are likely to decline over time as neonatal care continues to advance.